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CONFIDEN I A L USUN 192 

EXDIS 

FOR SECRETARIES MOOSE AND MAYNES FROM AMB MCHENRY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, SF, WA, UK 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: PRESS LEAKS 

1 . IT IS INCREASINGLY CLEAR FROM SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS STORIES 
THAT SOMEONE AMONG THE FIVE PRETORIA EMBASSIES HAS DEVELOPED 

A COMPULSION FOR PREMATURE, SOMETIMES INACCURATE AND FRENQUENTLY 
MALICIOUS PROVISION TO THE PRESS OF INFORMATION ON CONTACT 
GROUP DELIBERATIONS. WE SAY MALICIOUS BECAUSE OF THE SLANT WHICH 
THE STORIES TEND TO TAKE. AN EFFORT IS MADE TO IDENTIFY THE 
US WITH SWAPO AND TO MAKE US RESPONSIBLE FOR FAILURE. NO 
DOUBT SOME OF THIS CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO BOTHA WHO SOUTH 
AFRICAN CORRESPONDENTS SAY IS TAKING THIS LINE IN PRESS BACK- 
GROUNDERS. HOWEVER, THE LEVEL OF FACTUAL ACCURACY IN THIS 
STORIES STRONGLY INDICATES THAT THE SOURCE IS ONE OF THE FIVE 
OR THAT THE SECURITY OF OUR DELIBERATIONS HAS BEEN BREACHED. 

EITHER WAY, IT IS A MATTER OF SERIOUS CONCERN. 
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2. MEDIA DIPLOMACY HAS ITS USE. HOWEVER, IN THIS INSTANCE WE 
DOUBT THE VALUE AND SEE POTENTIALLY SUBSTANTIAL HARM TO THE 
EXTENT THAT THEY LURE SA AND THOSE WHO WISH TO AVOID MEASURES 

AGAINST SA INTO THINKING THAT ONE OF THE FIVE OR A PERSONALITY 
STANDS BETWEEN AGREEMENT AND IMPASSE. I HAVE ALREADY EXPRESSED 
MY DISMAY TO MEMBERS OF THE CONTACT GROUP HERE. DEPARTMENT 
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MAY WISH ON URGENT BASIS TO INSTRUCT EMBASSIES IN CONTACT 
GROUP CAPITALS TO EXPRESS AT HIGHEST APPROPRIATE LEVEL OUR CONCERN 
AT FACT OF AND UNHELPFUL SLANT OF MEDIA LEAKS. SINCE IT IS 
Cl EAR THAT BOTHA IS PART OF THE ACT, AMB BOWDLER MIGHT BE 
INSTRUCTED TO URGE BOTHA TO PUT AN END TO HIS OWN DISTORTIONS 
AND LEAKS. THIS WILL BE PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT IN THE HANDLING 
OF THE NAMIBIA PROPOSALS. 

3. WHILE I'M AT IT, I SHOULD ALSO ADD MY BELIEF THAT THE 
EVIDENCE MOUNTS THAT THE BRITISH HAVE NOT BEEN COMPLETELY 
CANDID WITH US ABOUT THEIR DISCUSSIONS WITH SA, PERHAPS MOST 
PARTICULARLY REGARDING DISCUSSIONS WITH FOURIE IN LONDON LAST 
MONTH. SIR DAVID SCOTT'S DISCLOSURE TO BOTHA ABOUT OUR PLANS 
FOR A MINISTERIAL MEETING (SIGNIFICANTLY CITED IN THE MEDIA 
AS A UK-FRENCH INITIATIVE) WAS CERTAINLY NOT AUTHORIZED. WHAT ELSE 
DID HE SAY? 

YOUNG 
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